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To: Mk. Siielly Swain
From: Df. Debhie Cowan
Date: Nov. 2, 2006
Subjecr: Etithanasia Proceedure al the Stokes County Animal Shelter

As per dur conversation on 11/2/06, enclosed you will find the write-up of my visit to the
shelter. | went to the shelter on five separatc occasions to observe their euthanasia procedures.
Currently the shelter performs euthanasia using CO2 (carbun dioxide).
[ tricd t¢ discuss the SOP with the director, Sarah Shumate, who advised me that there was no
SOP. $henformed me that she has been there since this type euthanasia was started and then
advised lme :hat she had never been formally trained nor given any instructions on its procedure
or protokol. The “Chamber” is 2 homemade metal “box” that has been welded together on the
bed of & dw.1p truck to facilitate disposal, There arc two Plexiglas windows that are bolted and
sealed on (l.e sides of this frame. Both the frame and the windows were found to leak gas,
therefork the “box" is no air tight.
There i no set time for gas distribution into the “box”, there is no set inhalation time,
there is ko 52t time to check and sce if the animals have expired. They are not checked with
stethosdopes.
The dogs arz carried, or walked up a ramp and then arc enclosed in this chamber. They are
1red and this discomfort can be viewed through the “windows”. When the co2 is started
incites them inta extreme agitation: trying tu climb the walls, running back and forth
z. it takes sevcral minutes for the agitation to stop, although there is much paddling
and thrdshis.g priar to their succumbing to the gas. The cats are put in cages that are then placed
within the metal box. The cats become extremely agitated and thrash and scrabble as they try
to get avay from the “hissing” noise of the gas being administexed. The vocalize to the extreme.
With tolays technology, and todays views on animals and their care and welfare, and the
cxtrems cos.cern of humanity, [ find that this type of cuthanasia is deplorable and 1 would argue
that it ould not be found to be considered humane.
In all, I/finc that the Stokes County Animal Shelter is in dire need of addressing their method
of euthdnas;a. I am more than willing to assist with introducing 4 more humane method of
cuthaniking animals: injectable euthanasia heing the best.
1 would be willing to discuss, with the other 5 veterinarians practicing in Stokes County, a
system whereby we would assist and train staff so that they could takc over the procedure ol
euthaniing, or perhaps we would do the service.
The coflire tacility needs to be revamped. There is still minimal heating, the animals are not off
the cold cement floors, there is very poor drainage, the cals arc not in a heatcd nor well closed
off ared. TLc entire atmosphere is not conducive to adopting animals to the public at-large.
In shorl, the shelter needs to either be upgraded or closed.
Animals should not be picked-up or else some type of arrangement should be made with
surrourjding counties' shelter to use their {acilities until such time us Stokes county can afford
ta revanp Loth the shelter and their method of euthanasia.
section is for Stokes County officials to approach the three major town's that pour
animalk into the shelter. Walnut Cove, King and Danbury, should help defray costs more
proporfionately. Since King has the larger population and also has a lcash-law, they should pay
po.tion of the shelter budget, with Walnut Cove being next, and Danbury following.
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The rest lof t.ic communities would then pay equal portions of the expenses for running the

shelter.

1t is alsolim}.erative that the Animal Control {orce be upgraded and increased in order to take

‘

carc of the animal burden. As is often the case, the more rural areas seem to have the heavier
animal Hurdun, with the more minuscule budget.
Thank ypu for your time and I would be happy to address any questions you may have.

Dr. Debgrak Cowan.




